historical summary of the organization of anesthesia in Britain puts this in perspective for younger readers who have not grown up during these developments.
Much of the additional material reflects advances in the scientific aspects of anxsthesia, and incorporates a number of new drugs used in modem techniques. A few examples must suffice: there is a clear summary of the gate control theory of pain; Althesin is now included in the section on intravenous agents, pancuronium in the section on relaxants. A useful account of ketamine has been added at the end of the section on the phenothiazine derivatives, with most of the important references.
In summary, one cannot do better than quote from that part of the preface to the first edition, which the authors have preserved: '... It is a summary of current teaching and practice, and it is hoped it will serve the student, the resident anesthetist, the practitioner, and the candidate studying for the Diploma in Aneasthetics.
J M HALL
The EEG in Acute Cerebral Anoxia by Pamela F Prior pp 314 illustrated Dfl 96 $33.70 Amsterdam: Excerpta Medica 1973 This a carefully prepared and informative book on a difficult topic, namely the assessment of cerebral function in patients resuscitated after cardiorespiratory arrest, and their prognosis. Dr Prior should be congratulated on the care with which she has prepared her book and her generous acknowledgment of the help she received from so many people. However, the main bulk ofthe work, including the extensive review of the literature and the meticulous scrutiny of both clinical and EEG material is due to Dr Prior. There are only minor omissions, and perhaps there is a slightly excessive emphasis on the advantages of the single channel 'cerebral function monitor', although its limitations are recognized.
The illustrations have been carefully chosen and prepared and the printing is very good. The prognostic value of repeated neurophysiological investigations is in keeping with the recommendations of other authors. The discriminant function analysis of linear and nonlinear types is offering a new dimension in the evaluation of the EEG data: it is, however, time-consuming and adds only numerical value to the visual assessment of the EEG features, when the interpreter is already trained in the field and is aware of the general clinical and metabolic condition of the patient at the time of the EEG. The correlations between the EEG findings and the subsequent neuropathological examination of the brain give additional support to the value of early EEG investigations following cardiocirculatory arrest and resuscitation even if some post-mortem features are puzzling.
In Appendixes 1 and 2, the basis for the detailed analysis of each case is presented, as well as selected case history, to demonstrate the possible advantage of such elaborate analysis. An extensive list of references covers 161 pages and there is one page of bibliography, although most of the books quoted are also included in the list of references. A subject index completes this carefully prepared monograph, which will be of considerable value to people interested in the utilization of electroencephalographic investigations in the intensive care situation. G General practitioners have not infrequently made major contributions to medicine, for example Jenner and Withering, but Mackenzie did more than this, for he eventually became a leading consultant in London, where he continued to make important contributions to cardiology, notably on digitalis, and where he received many honours and distinctions. It seems invidious, therefore, to label him as a general practitioner on the title page.
Professor Mair gives a detailed account of Mackenzie's early struggles, his untiring industry,
